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T h e  m e r i d i a n  t r a n s i t  i s  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e .  c o 1 . 1 - e g e  ( s e e
p i . r i c  i 1 l 1 )  . 1 ; ,  i . c  \ i a . r  c , t n a r . : d  L , y  T h t r r . a s  D . r : . n e ,  c i i i e f  e n g i r e c ' r  c i -  [ h e
Bur l ing ton  and Missour i  R iver  Ra i l road a t  the  t ime tha t  l ine  r ' ras  bu i l t
th rough Cre te .  Doane (a long w i th  the  Reverend Freder ick  A l ley )  he lped
found and lay out the col lege in Crete on land which was previously
owned by  the  ra i l road.  Th is  par t i cu la r  t rans i t  was  one o f  a  se t  o f  two
used in an amazj :ng ( for  i ts t ime) feat  of  a l ignment for  a f ive-mi le- long
tunne l  th rough the  Hoosac  D lounta ins ,  es tab l i sh ing  a  ra i l road l ine  be tween
Greenf j .e ld ,  Iu lassachuset tes  and Troy ,  New York .  Th is  work  was superv ised
by  Doane.

Other instruments which are no longer housed in the bui id ing included
a fu l l  se t  o f  se l f - reg is te r ing  meteoro log ica l  equ ipment ,  inc lud ing  a
thermograph,  barograph,  hygrometer ,  sunsh ine  recorder  and ins t ruments  to
record  rv ind  d i rec t ion  and ve loc i ty  and prec ip i ta t ion .  These ins t ruments
were  moved to  the  L892 rv ing  upon i t s  comple t ion .  Pro fessor  G.  D.  Swezey
had been ins ta l led  as  d i rec to r  o f  the  Nebraska Weather  Serv ice  rep lac ing

S.  R.  Thompson r ' rho  re t i red  in  1884.  (Bosrve l l  Observa tory  i s  purpor ted ly

the  f i rs t  weather  serv ice  headquar te rs  bu i ld ing  in  i {ebraska.  WeaLher
d a t a  i s  s t i 1 l  b e i n g  r e c o r d e d  i n  C r e t e  b y  t h e  l a s E  d i r e c E o r  o f  t h e  O b s e r -
v a t o r y ,  L o y d  C .  O l e s o n . )  S w e z e y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  L 8 9 4 ,
when he  le f t  Doane Co l lege to  go  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Nebraska as  Meteor -

o log is t  and la te r  to  cha i r  the  Depar tment  o f  As t ronony ,

Goodrv in  De loss  Srvezey  was dne o f  }Jebraskats  most  impor tan t  ear ly
s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t l - g a t o r s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s .  B o r n  i n  R o c k f o r d ,  I l l i n o i s ,

i n  1 8 5 1 ,  h e  r . / a s  e d u c a r e C  i n  t h e  s c h o c l s  o f  R o c k f  o r d ,  B e l o l t  C o l l e g e
A c a d e i n y ,  B e l o i t  C o l l e g e ,  Y a l  e  D i v i n i t y  S c h o o - 1 ,  a n d  ' \ n c l o v e r  T h e o l o g i c a l

S e m i n a r y ,  r e c e i v i n g  d e g r e e s  a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s .  I I i s  e d u c a t j - o n a l
c a r e e r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  a c t i t z i t ' L e s  i n c l u d e d  P r o f e s s o r  o f
N z r t u r a l  S c j - e n c e s  ( D o a r - r e ,  1 8 7 9 - 9 2 ) ,  P r o f  e s s o r  o f  B i o l o g l '  a n d  G e o l o g y
( D o a n e ,  1 8 9 2 - 9 4 ) ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A s t r o n o m y  a t  c h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a
(many years  as  depar tm-ent  cha i r inan)  f rom 1894-L932.  He rvas  the  au thor
o f  s e v e r a l  b o o k s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  s c i e n t i f i c  r e p o r t s  a n d  a r t i c l e s .

Boswel l  Observa tory  i s  the  on ly  knor , In  e :< tan t  n ine teenth-century
observa tory  in  Nebraska rvh :Lch  has  main ta ined i t s  a rch i te -c t t r ra l  and

s c i e n t i f i c  i n E e g r i t y .  T h e  o b s e r v a t o r y  w h i c h  S r v e z e y  b u i l t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r -

s i t y  w a s  r o u g h l y  s i r n i l a r  i n  d e s i g n  b u t  h a s  l o n g  s i n c e  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d .
H is  p lans  fo r  an  expanded observa tory  were  never  car r ied  ou t  bu t  r re re
u s e r l  i n  m o d i f i e d  f o r r n  f o r  t h e  o b s e r v a t c r l ' a t  P e r u  N o r m a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l
( P e r u  S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o 1 1 . e g e )  i n  c a .  L 9 1 7 .  O t h e r ,  l a t e r ' ,  o b s e r v a t o r i e s
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Anon. llistorlgqf _Gfgl_pgrl_!gAq"_lg_1_1_e.g__e.r_ _Cr.:t_er__V-l_f9..-1.9. n. p. ,
1 S i  ( r .

Anon.  t tA  Nove l  Co l lege Chapter -House. t t
2LT-L6.

Arch i tec tu ra l  Record 1 8  ( 1 9 0 5 ) ,

Anon. I tobi tuary.  t t  American A r c h i t e c t ,  L L 6  ( 1 9 1 9 ) ,  8 2 I .

Brooks ,  H.  A l len ,  The Pra i r ie School :  Frank Lloyd i ' l r ight and His I ' l idwest
Conteu.rporaries. Toronto and Buf f  alo: University of
L 9 7 2 .

Toron to  Press ,

Dean,  Frank W. "Pioneer ing in  Nebraska,  I872-1879:
N e b r a s k a  H i s g o r y ,  2 6 2 2  ( J u n e  1 9 5 5 ) ,  1 0 5 - L z I .
/ / '
?  r '  O i  ' '  : '

Deanr ' Iu l rs .  Abbot t  M.  Unt i t led  manuscr ip t  (Sunmary  o f  Dean fami ly  h is to ry )
J a n u a r y ,  1 9 7 7 .  F i l e d  a t  N e b r a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  l { i s t o r i c
P r e s e r v a t i o n  0 f f i c e .

Dean and Dean,  Arch i tec ts .  "Chape l  and I ' {us ic  Bu i ld ing  fo r  Doane Co l lege,
C r e t e ,  N e b r a s k a r "  p l a n  d r a r v i n g s .  2 L 8  L a S a l l e  S t r e e t ,  C h i c a g o ,
J u n e  1 9 0 5 .  F i l e d  a t  D o a n e  C o l l e g e ,  C r e t e ,  N e b r : a s k a .

G r a g o r y ,  A n n a d c l r a  F o s s .  P j - o n e e r  D a y s  i n  C r e t e ,  N e b r a s h a .  L i n c o l n ,  N e . :
S E a t e  J o u r n : r l  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 9 3 7 .

H e i l m a n ,  L i n d a .  U n t i t l e d  . m a n u s c r i p t  ( B r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  D o a n e  C o l l e g e  a n d
s e l e - c i e d  b u i l d i n g s ) .  D e c e m b e r ,  I 9 7 5 .  F i l e d  a t  N e b r a s k a  S t a t e
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  } l i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e .

I i i t c h c o c k ,  H e n r y - R u s s e l l .  I n  F h e  N a t u r e  o f  M a t e r i a l s :  1 8 8 7 - 1 9 4 I :  T t E
Bu i ld ings  o f  Frank  L loyd  t r l r ig l ' r t .  Ne\ r r  York :  Da Capo Press ,  L973,

4 9 - 5 0 ,  f i g s .  B 1 - 8 4 .

I I a h e r ,  R .  L . ,  U n i v e r s i r y  o f  N e b r a s k a - L i n c o l n  P h y s i c s  D e p a r t m e n t  ( A n t i q u e

Ins t ruments Pro j  ect)  .  Intervier ' rs,  November,  L97 5 .

N e b r a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e  F i l e s

A Remin is  cence.  t t
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Doane Co l lege l l i s to r ic  Bu i ld ing

Ol -e : l r r ,  I o ] ' d  C .  " l i i s to r - i . ca l  I l i gh l ig i r t s :  Bos i , -e l - i  O 'cserva to r11 , "
"His tor ica l  Highl ights:  Gaylord Hal l r "  "His tor ica l  Highl ights:
Lee Memorial Chapel and tr{hitcomb Conservatory." TypescripEs,
December 23,  L975.  F i led at  Nebraska State Histor ica l  Society
Histor i .c  Preservat ion Of f ice,

,  t tProposed Add i t ions  to  Boswel l  Observa tory . r f  P lan
drawings ,  L948.  Photocop ies  f i led  a t  Nebraska Sta te  H is to r ica l
Soc ie ty  H is to r ic  Preserva t ion  Of f i ce .

Per ry ,  Thomas  Doane ,  e t  a l .  H is to ry  o f  Poane  Co l lege ,  1872-1912 .
Cre te ,  Ne . - :  Doane  Co l lege ,  L957 .

S t a t e  V i d e t t e ( C r e t e ,  N e b r a s k a ) ,  S e p t .  2 2 ,  L 8 9 2 ,  5 : 3

Univers i ty  o f  Nebraska-L inco ln ,  Arch ives .  "Board  o f  Rege-n ts  Papers ;
Swezeyr t t  t to f f i ce  o f  the  Chance l lo r :  A .  E .  Burnet t ,  G.  E .  S ivezey
Cor respondence.  t t  Love L ib rary ,  L inco ln ,  Ne.

Whi f fen ,  Marcus .  Amer j -can Arch i tec tu re  S ince  1780: A Gu ide  to  the
S t y l e s .  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  I ' 1 I T  P r e s s ,  L 9 6 9 .

l lhors I ' , rho in Lincoln:  .Biographical  Sketches of  I ' Ien and tr ' Iornen of  Achievement.
S a r a  M u l l e n  B a l d r u - i n ,  e d .  L i n c o l n ,  l l e , :  R o b e r t  M .  B a l d w i n ,  1 9 2 8 ,
209-209.

h l i they ,  Henry  F . ,  A . I .A . ,  and  E ls ie  Ra thbr : rn  t r r l i t hey .  B iograph ica l
Diccionsry_gllLegcan Architu"t"__(D=!g""d)_. Los Angel-es : Ner.r
eg"  PrUt i "n i "e  C*  ,  1956 ,  167 .
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Photo 2 – west elevations of Gaylord Hall showing the west wing at right, looking ESE 

Photo by David Murphy, 1975, NSHS (7510/1:3) 



 
Photo 3 – view of the main (east) entrance of Whitcomb Conservatory, looking W 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1975, Lincoln, NE (DM 7510g:25) 



 
Photo 4 – general view of Whitcomb Conservatory & Lee Memorial Chapel, looking NNW with Boswell Observatory in the right background 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1975, Lincoln, NE (DM 7510g:27) 



 
Photo 5 – view looking NE at Whitcomb Conservatory showing W & S facades. Lee Memorial Chapel entrance is in W pavilion at far left 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1975, Lincoln, NE (DM 7510g:30) 



 
Photo 6 – view of Boswell Observatory from NW looking SE 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1975, Lincoln, NE (DM 7510g:37) 



 
Photo 7 – general view looking N at Boswell Observatory showing S façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1975, Lincoln, NE (DM 7510g:31) 



 
Photo 8 – view looking NW at Boswell Observatory showing entrance to 1892 addition & SE facades of the building 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1975, Lincoln, NE (DM 7510g:31) 



 
Photo 9 – 1932 interior view of Boswell Observatory; taken from the 1892 classroom addition, 

view shows into clockroom and transit room beyond (transit shown on isolated pier) 
MacDonald Photograph, 1932.  NSHS copy negative (courtesy of Doane College) 



 
Photo 10 – interior view of domed scope room of Boswell Observatory showing 

Professor Loyd C. Oleson and unidentified students 
Photographer unknown, c1960.  NSHS copy negative (courtesy of Doane College) 



 
Photo 11 – interior view of Boswell Observatory showing the meridian transit (extant) donated to college 

by Thomas Doane, the isolated brick pier and stairway to the scope room 
Photographer unknown (probably MacDonald c.1932).  NSHS copy negative (courtesy of Doane College) 
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